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Southeast Region HeadquartersJim Doyle, Governor 2300 N. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Scott Hassett, Secretary DriveGloria L. McCutcheon, Regional PO Box 12436 Director Milwaukee, Wisconsin  53212-0436 
FAX 414-263-8606 

Telephone 414-263-8500
May 18, 2007 TTY Access via relay - 711 
Revised August 8, 2007 

Mr. Brian Bliesner 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
SE Transportation Region 
PO Box 798 
Waukesha, WI 53187 

Re: 	 DOT Project ID 1060-33-00 

  Zoo Interchange Study 


Dear Mr. Bliesner, 

The Wisconsin DNR Environmental Analysis and Review/DOT Liaison Team and the Bureau of 
Endangered Resources have reviewed the data collection area for the Zoo Interchange Study. Endangered 
resource information is provided for an area within one mile of the project’s location.  This information is 
provided so impacts to nearby endangered resources can be assessed and to assist in determining if rare 
species may occur in the project’s impact area, then species that occur nearby may be present in the 
project area and field surveys may be necessary to determine if this is the case.   

There are a number of high quality natural communities that occur in the data collection area and within a 
one mile buffer outside the data collection area: 

1. Wetland/Aquatic Natural Community: 

)ORRGSODLQ�IRUHVW� )ORRGSODLQ�)RUHVW� 

6RXWKHUQ�VHGJH�PHDGRZ� 6RXWKHUQ�6HGJH�0HDGRZ� ��� 

2. Upland Natural Community: 

6RXWKHUQ�GU\�PHVLF�IRUHVW� 6RXWKHUQ�'U\�PHVLF�)RUHVW� 
����������� 

6RXWKHUQ�PHVLF�IRUHVW� 6RXWKHUQ�0HVLF�)RUHVW� 

Though the natural communities themselves are not protected by law, many of them contain endangered 
or threatened species. Our Natural Heritage Inventory data files contain information on the following rare 
species and associated natural communities for the project data collection area according to the map dated 
November 16, 2006.  The lists below regard only current element occurrences, from 1960 to the present.  
(Appendix A details historical species occurrences.  It is questionable whether or not historical species 
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exist in the immediate project area.  Field verification is needed in most cases due to the length of time 
from the last occurrence date.) 

3. Endangered Plants: 

&DUH[�FUXV�FRUYL� 5DYHQIRRW�6HGJH� 

&DUH[�OXSXOLIRUPLV� )DOVH�+RS�6HGJH� 

4. Threatened Plants: 

$VWHU�IXUFDWXV� )RUNHG�$VWHU� ����������� 

Special concern species are species about which some problem of abundance or distribution is suspected 
but not yet proved.  The main purpose of this category is to focus attention on certain species before they 
become endangered or threatened.  Though not officially state protected, the DNR urges the protection 
and avoidance of these special concern species within the project area and recommends surveys for the 
species, as well. 

5. Special Concern Plants: 

&DFDOLD�VXDYHROHQV� 6ZHHW�VFHQWHG�,QGLDQ�SODQWDLQ� 

7ULOOLXP�UHFXUYDWXP� 5HIOH[HG�7ULOOLXP� 

3WHOHD�WULIROLDWD� :DIHU�DVK� 

-HIIHUVRQLD�GLSK\OOD� 7ZLQOHDI� 

9LEXUQXP�SUXQLIROLXP� 6PRRWK�%ODFN�KDZ� 

/LWKRVSHUPXP�ODWLIROLXP� $PHULFDQ�*URPZHOO� 

6FXWHOODULD�RYDWD� +HDUW�OHDYHG�6NXOOFDS� 

6. Other Special Concern Species: 

3RPSHLXV�YHUQD� /LWWOH�*ODVV\�:LQJ� %XWWHUIO\� 

3URFDPEDUXV�JUDFLOLV� 3UDLULH�&UD\ILVK� &UXVWDFHDQ� 
������������ 

$UFKLOHVWHV�JUDQGLV� *UHDW�6SUHDGZLQJ� 'UDJRQIO\� 

7. Other Threatened Species: 
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7KDPQRSKLV�EXWOHUL� %XWOHU
V�*DUWHUVQDNH� 6QDNH� 

(P\GRLGHD�EODQGLQJLL� %ODQGLQJ
V�7XUWOH� 7XUWOH� 

In addition to individual snake occurrences, there are seven Butler’s Gartersnake Tier 3 sites within the 
data collection area. Tier 3 sites potentially support large Butler’s Gartersnake populations and are 
critical to the long-term conservation of this animal.  The loss of a population at a Tier 3 site would 
jeopardize the status of the species based on the current data available. 

The Conservation Strategy (as it currently exists) calls for take of these listed species to be avoided at 
these sites, except in the case of habitat management.  If take is proposed in excess of that necessary for 
habitat management, project-specific incidental take authorization is required.  For Tier 3 sites, all 
suitable habitats must either be maintained or the equivalent of any lost suitable habitat must be restored 
to suitable habitat elsewhere within the habitat patch so that there is no net loss of snake habitat. The 
department will evaluate all within-patch mitigation plans as appropriate.   

If incidental take cannot be avoided, then incidental take authorization is required on a project by project 
basis. The authorization process requires a jeopardy assessment be conducted for each site and there may 
not be options for no net loss at a site, therefore avoiding Tier 3 sites is the best way to avoid potential 
problems. It is possible there is Tier I and Tier II sites located within the data collection area that could 
be included in an incidental take authorization.   

Site Name 6HFWLRQ� 
7RZQVKLS�	� 
5DQJH� Surveyed 

Presence 
Confirmed Acres Owner 

Underwood Creek - MMSD Patch 1 20 T7N, R21E N Q 59 
Mostly 
Public 

Coordination with Mr. Bob Hay, WDNR Cold Blooded Species Biologist, will be needed for Butler’s 
Gartnersnake occurrences and Tier 3 habitat.  Please contact him at 608-267-0849.  He will also 
determine the need for surveys for the Blanding’s Turtle.   

8.	 The following Endangered, Threatened and Special Concern species were found within a one 
mile buffer of the data collection area: 

,[REU\FKXV�H[LOLV� /HDVW�%LWWHUQ� 6&�0� %LUG� 

3URFDPEDUXV�JUDFLOLV� 3UDLULH�&UD\ILVK� 6&�1� &UXVWDFHDQ� �������������������� 

(WKHRVWRPD�PLFURSHUFD� /HDVW�'DUWHU� 6&�1� )LVK� 

$VWHU�IXUFDWXV� )RUNHG�$VWHU� 7+5� 3ODQW� 

&DFDOLD�PXHKOHQEHUJLL� *UHDW�,QGLDQ�SODQWDLQ� 6&� 3ODQW� 

&DUH[�IRUPRVD� +DQGVRPH�6HGJH� 7+5� 3ODQW� 
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